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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authoritios®:
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £2%5,000 but did not exceed

£15 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or gross oxpenditure was £25,000

or less but that:

* are unable to certify thomsolves as exempt (fee payable); or

* have requested a limited assurance review (foe payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authorty in England that ether received gross income or incurred gross expendiure
em«mtzs.wommemm3oﬂheAnnuaiGovemmandAocomtabMyRekumuN
ond of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices

2 The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be compieted by the authority's intermnal audilor
* Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority
* Section 3 is compleled by the external auditor and will be retumed to the authonity,

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annunl Governance Statement. before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website’webpage
before 1 July 2026,

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25 000 or an authonty with
neithor income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify Aself as exompt. or is
requesting a limited assurance reviow, must retum o the external auddor by emad or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 VAT
* the Annual Governance and Accountabiity Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
* & bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026
°&Wdanymlnmmrmmmmmmnq statements
-mwduwmwdahdeundlaMemmofmms

* Annal Internal Audit Report 2025726
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents 1o your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additonal documents needed.
mmmmwmmtmmwmrmMaMumwmanop-mon.the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by emad or post.

Publication Requirements

umnmmmmmmzm.wumnmmmmmmwmwnonm
authority website/wobpage:

Bafore 1 July 2026 authoritios must publish:

. mduwbuumdmmmammmumnmgumm
are as yet unaudited,

. Moni-kmud@mmm&numcmmamwmw.mu

. mz-mmmmwmw.ws

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

* Notice of conclusion of audit

* Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

. miﬂtdmmWWaamndNIwmm.ll
umummwmmmmwwwmmw
?.mmmm_pmmwmm page 3.

w-muamu-unmw»mu»wmu b _,_
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

The authornity must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time 1o time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor,

Make sure that the AGAR is completo (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and propery initialled

The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audt Report before approving the Annual
Govermnance Statement and the accounts,

Use the checkiist provided below 10 review the AGAR for completeness before returning it 1o the external
auditor by emad or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved bofore the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

The Responsible Financial Officor (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts
WRFOsmtedbcommthepuucngthemdwhmhmmbeaWooerbddwwkrmgdaysfor
inspection ( thes exchudes woekends and public holkdays) which must inchude the first 10 working days of July,

You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able 10 agree the bank reconciliation 1o Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference betweeon Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practiioners’ Guide®
Exuahmlyswgnﬁcamvaianoesmvnammgsmmmmmo §. Do not just send a copy of the detaded
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants 10 know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis 1o support the full variance.
Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

Makesuremauhewcoun&tgamaddmmdmuhebdamwmdbtwudfrommprwbmy.ar
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
ox«chodpublicﬁguﬁid\muubeaﬂngbpemcofaomkmdaysbumpodm(lhisemcbdes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

The authority must mahmmomﬁtywebﬂdmbpagemek\btmummum by Regulation 15 (2),
AmandMRogubﬁonszow.lndudingthepenodhlmcxerdseo(publcﬁghtsandmnmmd
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Have oll highiighted boxes have boen completed?

mumm«mw.mmmmwmmw
for the oxercise of public rights, been provided for the extemal audtor?

Section 1 Fawmbmmmb'm',hammomww

v’
Internal Audt Report | Have all ghightod bomes been completed by the tormal sudior and explanations provided 7 il
Section 2 Has the Responsibio Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before \/

presentation to the authority for approval?

mnomawdummmmm 3l e
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting? \/

Mmumn“dwwbmmmw
Has the bank reconciiation as at 31 March 2026 boen reconclied to Box 87
meamymma&nwwemw?

Sections 1 and 2 MW-M‘MMMU"&M“IMWNS. a.

sole managing trustea? NB: do not send Irust sccounting statements unless requestod.
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7ce and Accountabilty for Smaller Authorites in England - » Practiioners’ Guide o Proper Practices,

Annual Govermance and Accountablity Retum 20285726 Form 3 W
Local Councds, Intornal Drainage Boards and ofher Smaller Authories*

~ o=




4
,‘/ Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

IAGOK. D TPIOTELTAD JOE B R O (ot _

Lonxsd /N GO /7 M T Cr oA &9 SN
During the financial year onded 31 March 2026, this authonty's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, camied out a selective nssessment of complkance with the relevant procedures and
controls in opecation and oblawned appeopriate ewdence from the authonty
The intemal audit for 2025/26 has beon carred out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage
On the basis of the Sndings in the areas exarmined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in Tis table. Set
Mbdwmmmmduwndcm:mmmmaminsomdmaoonduwwsmwhemcr_ in all
wmmu.mmmmmmthmmnwmmwamwm
10 meot the needs of this authonty.

internal control objective

A Appropriate accounting records have beon properdy koept Broughout the Snancial year

8. This authory complod with s financial roguiations, payments were supported by Fvoices, ol
expenditure was apgroved and VAT was appeogriately accounted for

C. This authcrity 08805500 the signficant risks 10 achioving 23 objectves and reviewed the adecuacy
of arrangements 1o manage these

D. The precep! or rates requirement resulted from an adequate dudgelary Drocess, Progress against
T budgel was regularly montored, And resernves were aceropiate

E. Expected income was Ry received, based on correct prices, propery recorded and prompltly
bankad, and VAT was appropriiedy accounted for.

F. Cash payments weee propedly supporiod by receipts, afl cash expendiure was approved and
VAT approprialoly accounted for,

G, Saiarios 10 employoes and alowances 1o members wero pasd In Accordance with this authonty's
approvals, and PAYE and Ni requirements were property appiod.

H. Assol and investiments regmsiers wore complede and acouraste and property mantaned

1, Periodic bank 3000unt reconcllations wore property camied out durny the year

J. Accounting statements prepared dunng T yeor wore preparnd 0n e comect acoounting basks (receipts
and paymaents O Incoms and expendiure), agroed to e cash book, supponied by an adeguate sudt
tradl Som undectying records and whare sppropriale SedAom and crodiors were properdy recorded

K. If the authority certfiod Rself as exermpt rom a imited assurance review n 202475, 2 mel the /

NN NN

axaenplion criterss and corrocly declared Bself exempl. (Y She authorty had a imed assurance
review of &5 2024/25 AGAR bick "ok coverod’)

L. The authority pudlished the requred riarmation on & websfn'webpage up 1o date at the teme of he
internad audit i accordance with the relevant legisiabion.

M. In the your covered by this AGAR, the authority comectly provided for a period for he exorcise of
public 85 roguirnd by the Accounts and Audt Regulations (during $he 202526 AGAR period,
wern nphts i reladion 1o the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a nobioe on the websile andtr
outhonty approved mnutes confioming he dades sel).

N. The suthority has complied with The publication requirements for 202425 AGAR
(500 AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes)

O. The authonty has complied with laws, reguiaions & proper pracioes relating 10 digetal and data

B N N

P. (For local counclis only)
Trust funds (nduding charatis) ~ Tho councl met its responsbilties as a tusloe.
For any chwe risk areas idonifed by this authorty adequine controls existed (kst any cEher Nsk 30oas On separate shoots § needed)

Date(s) nternal st undertakon Name of person who Camsed out the mternad audit
& O+ 2626 ADREN J.2ANES
gl P SR e owe  ZTSH]2026

If B0 ronporne 5 ot Covered please Wade when e most reCond elemal Bt work pharred
I ovage ot ecaured, o el kol U repar et asin why 1k (303 Separe shets € eded

Annual Govemance and Accountabiity Rotum 2025726 Formd “‘"""‘w
Local Councils, insemal Dradnage Boards and other Smaller Authorities o




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of

ALCK_ 720 TITEATORD AERATEA 1 l) Corace .

our responsibiity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, ncluding arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statemeonts. We confirm, 1o the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect 1o the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that

1. We have put i place armangements for efecive financial
Maragemend Surng tho year, and kor Se proparation of
he accouriing siatomenta

2 ’mmmmnmde;m
OCUONg MeasLres Gesonad 10 prevert and detect aud
NI COMUPHON are? reviewed Bn o flecTiveress

propared 81 sccourdryg siaomants i oooedance
it e Accoures and Awxdt Regietons

MW PrOQer A arQemorts and sccegied rsporalilty
fov SalePeandinng I PONC money ard PesaCes v

€3 hare

3. Weo have sssured curselvos Pat Dere a0 no mahers
of pctual er peterial Fon<comphancn with Liws.
reguiations snd Proper Practices Tt could have 2
sOriicant feancial oflect on the atdty of
MOrty 10 conduct @3 Dusress of ManaGge A3
frances

has Oy dore what £ Bas v logul power 52 30 and has
Compliod meth Puper Practoes in domg 50

{

4. We provided propes apporknity dutng the your for
P sxercse of slecions’ rghts » acoordance with Pe
requromenss of P Accounts and Audt Reguiators

Qg e year g o persory eieresied P opportundy 10
napect and A Quostons about S Moty aCCourts

S We camied out an asseasment of o rsks Saong Pis
OUhonty a=d DOk ISOropnate Sieps 10 Manage Tose
risky, InGhadng Mo Inraducthion of ntermal condols andior
exdamal NUTRCe cover where reguend.

CONSSered and Gotumentod T Bnanciad andd ofer faks I
L3008 and doall with Maes propedy

6. W mantained fvoughout he year a0 sdeguate and
ofoctive syvtom of riemal aast of the accowrtng
fCords and conirdl Systees

aranged L 8 competent parson. independent of the Srarcy
Conboly and procedured, 19 Ohve a0 olpeciive view On wiheiber
el contods Mo he Needs of By Smader sty

7. We 100k agprograte acton on ol malers rsed
I reporty Yom intermal and axtemal st

Maponded K maliers Droughe 1 s alention Dy Irdermel s
estomnad s

& We cormoered whather arry gaton, latddes or
COMMimants, everts of Vinaacions, Cocurng olher
Sarvyg of afier the yoar-ond, hawe 3 Snancal smpoct on
s authority anc. whete approprale. have ncluded Sam
0 B A000UREg Slatoments.

9 (For local councils ondy) Trust funds including
charilable. I cur capacity as the sol managing
trustee we dincharged our

IR <

dhsciosed o vorything & shoukd Neve sSout B3 Busness sty
G the your moudey evenrts talnyg pace atw e yeo
oot f rebeeact.

Ao met of of 3 maponybites where. 83 & bogy
coporale, £ &3 8 80k Mmaraping Mustee of § ke
us! or busihy

10. We havo put o place anangomenty for e efecive IT
and Cald MIragomont In acCordrce with groper
rachioos Qurvy) o your inder ceview,

has madie sudable avangements by &3 1T and dats
et and Pas (ompiad Wit Sropey (racices M

oy 50

*Please provide explanations 1o the external auditor on a separate sheet for each “No' response and describe

Ivow the authority will address the woaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was opproved at 2 Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the suthonty on appeoval was givon

B/ 2 O ,
and o:-_m-m Chair

'“' 4 e A 90 /7 OAT I TAAC - cy-u& .

ey
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Section 2 -~ Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

AL OK_ /s 7R TEL R AIE (SHFAK FAT 2 CCoaCIL .

as8 round af figures 10 Ned
| Doxes Diank and rep
must agree 1o underying fina

1. Balances brought Total balances and roserves &l the beginning of the yoar

forward 3 /6/95 7 ,ﬁs’é sz ,L. as recorded i the financial recoeds. Vakuo must agroe |

| / | 10 Box 7 of previous yoor,
Pr t or Rales and 5 o1 Total Bmount of oreceot for for DB Y =
2. (¢) Precept or Rales and Total amount of precept (or for (DB ratos and vies
| Unkes V671 | /o, RTO | receved o rconatio in the year. Exciute any grants
l / recevved J
'; 3. (+) Tolad other receipts Total income or receipts ;n recorded A:: .’h.;; rashbook loss

./ é — / the precepl or ratestoves recoived (ine 2). Include any
3 Si /6‘6)/“3 7 granis recesved J
s - ———
4. (-) Staff costs Total expendiure or payments made 1o and on bohal
of afl employees. Include gross salanes and wages
/b 7 S‘S’ / 7/ C/ 7 employers NI coninbutons, employors pension

CONLrbLBONS, grofuslies and Severance payments |

> —

5. (=) Loan interestcapital Totad expondiure or payments of capisl and nferest il
repayments o O made during the yoar on the suthortty's borrowings (W any i

€. (=) Al other payments 6 Toted expenditure or payments s; r«:ﬂ.‘«; n the cash

7 I 'e) ' book M ss sta costs (Bne 4) and loan interest/capdal

8/ 3 w2 7 Teol repayments (fine 5) |
7. (=) Balances carred Total Balances and roserves af the end of the yoar ,
forward must oqual (1+4243) - (44546 ‘
I/—j‘ﬁ,m #l(0,5 M oqual (142+3) o ]

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and depost bank accounts, cash

short term investments MUY mlg,;oz hokdngs and short lerm mmvestments held as ot 31 March - .

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all he property the authonty owns - it is made
long lerm investments S ~ | up of all its fxed assels and long lerm investments as al
and assets ‘27/8,3— /60,575 31 March

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capial balance as af 31 March of aV h:».vﬂ

(@ C from third parties (including PWLB)

For guscance refer 1o the Practitionors” Gusde soctons 2.31 10 2.23

umummmmslmmmnmm | confinm that these Accounting Statoments wore
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountabilty approved by this authority on this date
nmmwmmm.mww
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in =
Governancs and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a °28/4L/°ZQ'26
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairy

the financial position of this authority. as recorded in minute referenco
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
Prosented to e suthority for Spprovel.. éj/olé _

"90 : Signed by Chawr of the meeting where the
? JA Statoments wero appr Accounting

Date 2 §/ ¥ /IRC26 /%—]
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